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Welcome to our second curlew 
newsletter.  Much has happened since 
our last update and we also have 
plenty planned for the coming 
months—so we thought this was a 
good time to let you know what we’re 
up to. 
 
Elisa’s work 
 

Curlew day-time habitat 
At the moment, Elisa is busy searching for 
roosting sites used by curlews during the 
day. At each roost site measurements such 
as grass height, plant species, amount of 
fallen timber and bare ground is taken. 
These are being measured in the exact spot 
where the birds sit and in the general area 
of their roost. Elisa has collected lots of 
information from landholders on roost sites 
and we already know quite a bit about 
where curlews roost, such as their 
preference for fallen timber and relatively 
short grass.  By taking exact measurements 
on timber, grass and other aspects of day-
roosts we hope to be able to give specific 
information to landholders about roosting 
habitat, such as the exact height of grass 
they prefer. Any sightings of curlews 
roosting during the day can be passed on to 
Elisa to help in her search for these roost 
sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A curlew laying low to avoid detection in its day roost 

 
Curlew changes in the last 20 years 
In 1984 a large survey was sent out to 
landholders in northern Victoria asking 

them if they had curlews on their property.  
167 curlew pairs were located from the 
responses to the 1984 survey, which then 
formed part of a study on curlews by the 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (as it was known then). The 
curlew records were scattered across 
Victoria from Wodonga in the east to just 
past Echuca in the west, and down to 
Puckapunyal Army Base in Seymour. This 
detailed information gives us a very good 
idea of how many curlews there were in this 
area 20 years ago.  
 

 
 

Map of the distribution of curlews in Victoria 
 
 
In the next year Elisa will be following up a 
lot of these sites to see how many of these 
curlew pairs are still around.  This will give 
us a picture of just how much the Bush 
Stone-curlew has declined in south-eastern 
Australia in the last 20 years.  We don’t 
have detailed information on past curlew 
numbers in NSW but we hope that 
information on the decline of birds in 
Victoria will help us manage the curlew and 
raise its profile across all the southern 
states where it is declining. If you were 
involved in the original survey in 1984, or 
the follow-up survey carried out with some 
landholders in 1991, Elisa would be very 
interested to talk to you. 
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Radio-tracking 
In our last newsletter we highlighted the 
problems we had with consistently finding 
curlews during the 2004/2005 breeding 
season.  In an attempt to overcome this, 
Elisa trialled the use of radio-tags on 3 
curlews earlier this year.  The radio-tags 
are about the size of a ball-point pen lid 
and weigh only 6 grams.  The tags work 
like a radio-station, with each one operating 
on its own frequency.  To find the birds, we 
simply tune our radio receiver into the 
correct station and listen in.  What we hear 
is a series of ‘beeps’ which get stronger 
when we’re facing the birds—enabling us to 
locate them more easily and track their 
movements at night.  
 
 

 
 
 
Radio-tag similar to that attached to 3 curlews earlier 

this year 
 
 
In order to attach these radio-tags we 
needed to catch the birds.  Elisa had good 
success catching the curlews, with 3 birds 
caught in June and July. The best technique 
was to call the birds in by playing curlew 
calls in the evening and then gently herding 
the birds into a 20m long bird net.   
The radio-tags were attached with a 
backpack harness specially designed for 
curlews during a previous study.  The 
harnesses are fitted with a ‘weak-link’ 
which is designed to rot away after 
approximately a year—enabling the harness 
to fall off the birds.  The 3 curlews fitted 
with radio-tags were monitored closely for 
3 months, and showed no sign of irritation 
or discomfort.  Despite the early success, 
the radio-tags fell off all the birds in late 
September.  It appears the ‘weak-link’ was 
a little too weak and the harness only 
lasted 3 months.  Unfortunately this means 
there will be no curlews radio-tracked 
during this breeding season—meaning we 
will again struggle to locate most nests.  
Nevertheless, we may modify the harnesses 
and try fitting them again before the 
2006/2007 breeding season.   
 
 

Birds Australia Congress 
 

In October this year Elisa 
presented some of her 
work on curlews at the 
Birds Australia Annual Congress in Bendigo. 
Elisa spoke about some of the challenges of 
working on an endangered bird that is an 
expert at camouflage.  Elisa was also able 
to meet up with other curlew researchers 
and management staff from across 
Australia to discuss the work being done to 
protect Bush Stone-curlews in other areas.  
It was great to discuss ideas with fellow 
curlew workers and know that the birds are 
just as hard to find in other areas as they 
are in our region! 
 

 
Elisa at the Birds Australia congress in October with 
other curlew workers from NSW, Victoria and South 

Australia. 
 
Andrew’s work 
 

After a LONG battle with Glandular Fever, 
Andrew has finally been given the all-clear 
to resume work.   
 
Fox Movements 
Andrew’s first task will be to investigate the 
hunting activities of foxes in areas where 
curlews live.  This will involve placing a 
series of non-poisonous fox baits at several 
locations in and around curlew habitat and 
monitoring bait removal.  The idea behind 
these trials is to determine whether foxes 
favour particular areas for hunting.  In 
other words, if most baits disappear along 
creek-lines or in bushland, we will know 
that curlews in these areas are under 
greater predation pressure from foxes than 
in other areas.  These trials are also aimed 
at helping to identify the best places to 
undertake fox control measures.   
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For further information contact: 
 
Elisa Tack – PhD Student 
Phone: 02 6051 9837 
Email:  etack@csu.edu.au 
 
Andrew Carter – PhD Student 
Phone: 02 6051 9623 
Email:  acarter@csu.edu.au 
 
Charles Sturt University 
Thurgoona Campus 
Off Old Sydney Rd 
Albury NSW 2640 

During 2006, Andrew also plans on catching 
foxes to fit them with radio-collars.  These 
radio-collars work in the same way as the 
curlew radio-tags and will enable us to 
follow foxes to see where they spend most 
of their time.  By combining radio-tracking 
information with that from the baiting trails, 
we should greatly increase our knowledge 
of fox behaviour in areas where curlews 
live.  This should enable us to better 
understand the threat foxes pose to curlews 
and allow us to manage both foxes and 
curlews in a more efficient manner.  
 

 
 

A fox being fitted with a radio-collar—as we hope to do 
in 2006. 

 
Curlew Summit 2006 
 

In April 2006 Elisa and Andrew will be 
holding the second Curlew Summit, after 
the very successful 2004 summit.  The aim 
of the day is to discuss the work being 
carried out on curlews across Australia.  
The Summit will include researchers, 
government staff, students and landholders 
from South Australia, New South Wales and 
Victoria speaking about the curlew 
conservation work they are currently 
involved in. All landholders and anyone 
interested in curlews are welcome to 
attend.  Details of the exact date and venue 
will be provided early in 2006.    
 
Landcare meetings 
We have spoken to various Landcare 
groups around southern NSW and north-
east Victoria about the work we are doing 
on curlews.  If you think your Landcare 
group would be interested in having either 
of us speak at your meeting please let us 
know as we’d be happy to come along. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some interesting websites: 
 
Birds in Backyards 
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/ 
An excellent website with a great 
‘Bird Finder’ tool to help you identify 
different birds.  
 
Birds Australia  
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/  
The home of Birds Australia who do 
lots of amazing work for birds and 
have been very generous with their 
support of our project. 
 
Bird Observers Club of Australia  
http://www.birdobservers.org.au/ 
BOCA produced the CD of curlew and 
fox calls that we play at night to 
locate the curlews. 

Our best 
wishes to 

everyone for a 
happy and safe 
Christmas and 

New Year 


